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Heritage Weekend kicks
off today at Taylor
Chris Yingling
News Co-Editor

Hundreds of grandparents and alumni gather on Taylor’s campus today to
celebrate Heritage Weekend.

Dancing out of

Darkness
Kari Travis

Heritage Weekend, initially established six years ago with the dedication of the Memorial Prayer Chapel,
has been celebrated on campus to
commemorate the rich history associated with Taylor. The event has
been held on the last week of April
since its inception, according to the
development office.

think there’s any other community
like Taylor’s community,” said Sherri Harter, associate vice president of
development. “Part of that is because
of the heritage. People leave here, but
they don’t leave here by continuing to
be a part of Taylor’s heritage.”
Roots continued on page 2

The Unspoken

Co-Editor in Chief

One bowl of ice cream.
It sat in front of her for 20 minutes
while she fought. For gravity, for air,
for logic.
One bowl of milk, cream and sugar.
It sat in front of her while facts
twisted in her mind. Ice cream—anywhere between 125 and 350 calories
per half cup. The sweet concoction
was tantalizing, but a single spoonful was poison.
One bowl of fear, doubt and insecurity—long frozen and forgotten,
now melted in a puddle of creamy
confusion.
The bowl stood its ground; she
cracked under the pressure of battle.
“I’m not touching it!” Ellen Aldridge
declared. “I’m not touching it!”
Terror engulfed her. If she lifted the
spoon to her mouth, she would never
stop eating. The panic crashed in—
Arms wrapped her in hugs, and
above the clash of thoughts in her
head, Ellen heard other voices.
These belonged to friends—fellow patients in the treatment center—who were gathered around her.

While fun events such as Taylathon, Grandparents Day and the
alumni soccer game highlight the
weekend, Heritage Weekend focuses on the people who give to continue the prosperity of Taylor’s campus
and students.
“Heritage Weekend does celebrate
Taylor’s rich heritage, and I don’t

Editor’s Note: This is the second article

in a series that explores issues often viewed
as too sensitive for public discussion. Our
intent as a newspaper is not to provoke
controversy, but rather to spur on authentic
dialogue and positive vulnerability among
Taylor’s students. The story below explores
what it is like to be a student suffering
from an eating disorder—while trying to
balance other pressures of life.

Once trapped in addiction, Ellen Aldridge is now living—and learning—to dance with renewed freedom.

And they knew the truth. This was not
about ice cream, or sugar or calories.
It was not about losing weight.
It was about losing everything—
her habits, her behaviors and even
her identity—so she could again find
something worth living for.

Ellen has struggled with body image since she was 6 or 7, but her eating disorder didn’t truly develop until
high school. Rough home experiences during those years, including her
brother’s attempted suicide, made
emotional healing and resolution a
risky venture.
In Ellen’s world, there was only one

Photograph by Kari Travis

reliable solution to the problem.
Gymnastics.
A competitive athlete who excelled
on the floor exercise and vault, Ellen
relied on her sport to tumble, tuck
and twist out tension she wasn’t able
to resolve in other areas of life.
Then came an element that
knocked Ellen off balance.
Unspoken continued on page 4
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After 33 years with Taylor, (Rothrock) has
decided it is time to retire.
Veteran professor retires

April 25, 2014

TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK

Lupita Nyong’o named People’s
most beautiful person of 2014
www.cnn.com

Israel Halts Peace Talks
With Palestinians
www.abcnews.go.com

South Korean Ferry Tragedy
Spawned by Twists of Fate
www.nbcnews.com

Ukraine forces kill up to five rebels,
Russia starts drill near border
www.reuters.com
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Costa Rica is demanding US
explain ‘Cuban Twitter’
www.hosted.ap.org

ONLINE
TEASERS
Run for Children

Schedule for the Weekend:

Friday, April 25

7 a.m - 12 p.m.: Grandparents

Day Registration

8:30-9:30 a.m.: Grandparents
Day Welcome and Devotion
10-10:50 a.m.: Grandparents
Day Chapel
4-5 p.m.: Grandparents Day
Concert
5:15 pm: Service of Remembrance and Hope

Saturday, April 26

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Tayla-

thon Races

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Taylor
Picnic (ticket required)
1-4 p.m.: Art Studio Senior Exhibit Open (come and go)
7:30 p.m.: Brahms to Broadway (ticket required)

Roots continued from page 1

The festivities begin on Friday with
Grandparents Day. Harter estimates
just over 400 grandparents will be
present to spend some time with
their grandchildren and explore Taylor’s campus for themselves.
“They get to come and experience
a day in the life of their grandchild at
Taylor,” Harter said.
Students are also excited to see
their grandparents, especially those
who do not see their relatives often.
“I like that my grandparents are
coming to Taylor for Grandparents
Day because they live 900 miles away
in Massachusetts,” said senior Jordan
Wagner. “It’s cool to see them come
back because they graduated from
here back when they were students.”
On Saturday, the events continue with the 60th annual Taylathon,
which will be held at 11 a.m. A men’s
team and women’s team will represent each of the four class years

Biology professor Jan Reber gave a reading at Rothrock’s Retirement Soirée Tuesday night.

Photograph by Luke Lines

Veteran professor

retires
Environmental Science
professor Paul Rothrock
served Taylor for 33 years.
Aly Horine
Contributor

After 33 years, professor of earth and
environmental science Paul Rothrock
has decided to retire. His long-time
service and commitment to the university has heavily influenced the
environmental science program and
established the credibility it has today. His passion for his subject and
commitment to teaching have created a legacy that very few will forget.
Rothrock joined the Taylor faculty
in 1981 when the environmental science program was first launched. At
that time it was a small program that
was seen as an add-on to any major.
He immediately collaborated with his
colleagues to develop a multi-disciplinary undergraduate program in

environmental science. This program
was the first of its kind among Christian colleges.
“Paul Rothrock’s greatest legacy
will be his foundational contribution
to the building of the environmental
science program at Taylor,” said Michael Guebert, environmental science department chair. “Rothrock
is an exemplary scholar and has engaged many students in his research.”
Along with developing the environmental science program, he and former faculty member Richard Squires
spearheaded several projects. These
included the establishment of the
Upland Prairie, designs for the Randall Environmental Science Center,
a summer field course and a masters
degree program for 100 students.
The Master of Environmental Science (MES) program, which began in
2002, was the first of its kind at any
Christian university. According to the
Taylor website, this one-year graduate

in a bike race through the heart
of campus.
“Taylathon is the perfect event over
Heritage Weekend because it allows
alumni to see the strength and tradition we continue to value,” said senior class president Jason Koh. “It’s
healthy competition that creates
space for growth and lasting friendships with a fun all-campus event.”
The Women’s Giving Circle spring
meeting will also commence at 11
a.m. in the Braden room in the DC.
The Giving Circle is a group of women alumni who pull together to give
back to academic departments.
“This is a group of ladies who combine resources to support the Taylor
Fund and academic departments by
proposals they submit,” Harter said.
The events finish up Saturday evening with the President’s Dinner. The
dinner has the intent not only of conveying gratitude to contributors but
also of connecting students to the

donors that made certain scholarships possible.
“It’s a key thing for students to meet
their donors,” said Coordinator for
Scholarships and Stewardship Kelsey
Mitchener. “It’s nice for them to recognize who has been their benefactor,
(and) the donors appreciate seeing
the impact of their gift and meeting
the students.”
According to Harter, the dinner
conveys the reason why Heritage
Weekend is held in the first place.
“The message there is generations
that allow students to attend Taylor.
It’s generations of individuals who
have invested in Taylor so that generations can continue to attend,” Harter said. “It’s this wonderful legacy of
heritage that is associated with that.”
The dinner is immediately followed
by “Brahms to Broadway,” a concert
featuring the Taylor Chorale and the
Marion Philharmonic Orchestra, to
wrap up Heritage Weekend.

program prepares students to “solve
real-world environmental problems
with theoretical knowledge, technical expertise and social concern.” The
program will end after this year due
to lack of demand and funding.
“The Lord provided a unique opportunity for me at Taylor,” Rothrock
said. “As I grew and sought new
outlets, my role at Taylor grew and
changed. Though most of my teaching career has been here, I feel have
reached beyond the Taylor borders
because of our talented alumni that
are making a difference in the world.
I am justifiably proud of the ways they
have used their innate gifts and the
training we as a university have been
able to provide.”
Rothrock’s achievements are not
minimal. Since 1989, he has received
externally funded grants totaling
more than $250,000 for research in
old-field community dynamics, wetland restoration, prairie reconstruction and expert studies of the genus
Carex, which consists of over 2,000
species of grassy plants. In 2009, he
published his illustrated book “Sedges of Indiana and the Adjacent States.”
From 2000 to 2013, Rothrock was
vice president of the Indiana Biological Survey in the Aquatic Research
Center.
His passion for the environment
and learning is evident not only in
his on- and off-campus involvement,
but also in his teaching.
“I have only taken one class with
Dr. Rothrock, but that one class really
shaped my time in the environmental science program,” senior environmental science major Erica Gleason
said. “His passion for plants and all
things environmental is truly contagious, and his energy inspires students to really care about what they
are learning.”
Rothrock’s passion for learning is
evident everywhere he goes.
“One of my favorite memories of

Dr. Rothrock was watching him frolic
through plants as he identified them,”
said Gleason. “I am convinced there is
no one else on the planet as passionate about sedges as he is.”
Though he has had an extremely
successful career at Taylor, Rothrock
has one disappointment: the failure to
eliminate the idea that there is warfare between science and theology.
“To paraphrase my former colleague Ray Grizzle, we should avoid

First Light Child Advocacy Center of Marion
is hosting a 5K event Saturday with the
hope of raising awareness about child abuse
and neglect in Grant County. Today

Recipe for success

“Food is an expression of love.” That’s how Chef
de Cusine Meg Jeffers views her role in the
D.C., where she oversees Chef ’s Corner dishes
and orders all the food for the D.C. Monday

TSAT launch successful

Taylor’s first satellite blasted off from the
Kennedy Space Center aboard a SpaceX Dragon
rocket on April 18. Now the nanosatellite is
orbiting successfully and transmitting data to
engineering faculty and students. Tuesday

simplistic either/or answers, but seek
both/and dialogue,” Rothrock said.
In his time at Taylor, Rothrock influenced nearly 300 environmental
science graduates. As he prepares to
leave, he has one last message for Taylor students.
“My daughter as a 6-year-old said
she had figured out what every sermon said: ‘know and love God,’” Rothrock said. “Seems like good advice
to me.”

summer

blackboard
Completely online classes!

Register through Tower – no registrar approval
needed. Classes span the summer term from
5/27 to 8/15 at $350 per hour.
BIB110 Biblical Literature I
BIB210 Biblical Literature II
BIB313 Romans
CAS110 Public Speaking
CAS120 Interpersonal Communication
COS104 Computing & Culture - Appl/Content
ECO201 Principles of Microeconomics
ECO202 Principles of Macroeconomics
ENG110 Expository Writing
ENG230 World Literature
HIS124 History of the United States to 1877
HIS125 History of the United States since 1877
HUM230 Art as an Experience
IAS110 Foundations of the Christian Liberal Arts
MAT110 Finite Mathematics
MAT120 Investigations in Mathematics
PHI413 Contemporary Christian Belief
PHP100 Fitness for Life
PHP200RU Running
PHP402 Administration of Human Performance
PSY110 Foundations of Psychology
PSY200 Introduction to Psychology
REL313 Historic Christian Belief
SOC220 Ethnic & Minority Issues

In The Loop

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

ROCK THE DOCK, 8-11
p.m., Student Union

TAYLATHON, 10 a.m.2 p.m., Sammy Morris
Parking Lot

SENIOR RECITALS,
3-4 p.m. and 7:30-8:30
p.m., SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

CHAPEL: PASTOR
RANDALL
GRUENDYKE, 10-10:45
a.m., Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

CHOROS ‘PASTOR
SERIES’, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
DC Alspaugh East

CAMPUS ROOM
DRAW, 9-10 p.m., All
Dorms

ADMISSIONS FLY-IN/
DRIVE-IN, 5-8 p.m., DC
Braden Room
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War votes
Syria to hold pseudodemocratic elections
amid civil war
Joe Friedrichsen
Contributor

Imagine yourself trying to vote in a
war zone, with the sounds of gunfire
and distant explosions in the air.
The Syrian government announced Monday that it will hold a
presidential election on June 3, 2014,
according to the Los Angeles Times.
This news comes after a pair of mortar shells struck near the Parliament building in central Damascus
on April 15, highlighting the nation’s
continued violence.
Western countries criticized
the decision to hold presidential
elections amid a conflict that has
claimed the lives of over 150,000 people and driven a third of the population from their homes.
British Foreign Office Minister
Mark Simmons denounced the idea
of the Syrian regime holding elections
while continuing attacks on its own
citizens. Such action by the government proves the elections are a farce
meant to prop up Assad’s dictatorship, according to GOV.UK.
“Elections conducted on this basis
fall far short of any international standard, and their outcome will have no
value or credibility,” Simmons said.
Monday’s announcement was
widely expected. Syrian opposition
groups have spent four years of civil
war seeking to remove current President Bashar al-Assad from power. Assad’s presidential term ends in July,
and Syrian authorities do not want a
power vacuum in the midst of a war.
President Assad is expected to win

another seven-year term should the
election take place.
The government could have extended Assad’s term for an additional
two years with an emergency decree.
Syrian officials concluded that holding an election would affirm Assad’s
leadership and send a message of resolve to friends and foes in Syria and
abroad. Unlike previous elections in
Syria, in which voters could only vote
yes or no to Assad’s rule, this year
may be the first with other names on
the ballot, according to the Washington Post.
Conducting an election in the wartorn nation will pose a tremendous
logistical challenge for the government. Syrian officials gave no details
on how balloting would be accomplished in contested zones and areas
of the country that are no longer under government control. Assad’s opposition has ridiculed the chances of
polls being free and fair.
Questions about the identity and
motives of the Syrian opposition
groups have also surfaced. The opposition can be divided into three main
branches: the Syrian National Coalition, the Islamic opposition groups
and a collection of other independent
groups.
The Syrian National Coalition is
fronted by the Free Syrian Army (FSA),
according to the BBC. Coalition members come from a wide range of ideological backgrounds, from the Muslim
Brotherhood to the secular moderates. The international community
has been most vocal in their support
of these moderate, democratic secular factions.
The militant Islamist groups also
face internal divisions despite their
common goals, according to Al-Jazeera. Many are aligned with Salafi
Islam, an ultra-conservative religious
movement within Sunni Islam, whose
ultimate goal is to establish an Islamic

state in Syria.
The two groups affiliated with
al-Qaeda—al-Nusra Front (ANF) and
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levent (ISIL)—also support transnational
Jihad, which is a religious war spanning borders. Al-Nusra front was the
first to claim responsibility for using
suicide bombers in the war, according
to the Brussels-based International
Crisis Group, or ICG.
Noah Bonsey, a senior Syria analyst
at ICG, pointed out that the Islamist
ANF and ISIL groups are the strongest
and most successful rebel arms in the
conflict right now.
“(These two groups) benefit from
a core contingent of foreign fighters
whose training, discipline and willingness to conduct suicide attacks
provide them comparative advantages over mainstream rebel counterparts,” Bonsey said.
The U.S. and other Western countries consider ANF and ISIL to be terrorist groups because of their use
of suicide bombings and links with
al-Qaeda. Since standing with opposition groups against Assad also means
potentially arming terrorist networks,
intervention in Syria has become a
difficult issue for many international leaders, according to the BBC.
The United States has nonetheless
pledged to provide an additional $123
million in non-lethal assistance to the
rebels, bringing the total to $250 million, according to Reuters.
The opposition coalition isn’t the
only one receiving outside assistance
from foreign allies. Hezbollah, an Iranian-financed Shia group, is operating in Syria on the side of Assad.
Hezbollah’s goal is to put down the
rebel uprising and prevent a hardline Sunni government from taking
power after the war, according to
the BBC.
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“It’s incredible to realize that I can be
friends with people who have such a
different background than me.”
Bus ride to the Baltic
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Photograph by Gracie Fairfax

Students Lauren Bishop and Gracie Fairfax explored Lithuania and
many other European countries during their semester abroad.

Bus ride to the Baltic
Students embrace Eastern
Europe during their semester
abroad in Lithuania
Abigail Pollock
World & National Editor

The Echo interviewed Gracie Fairfax,
a sophomore journalism major. She
is currently studying at LCC (Lithuania Christian College) International
University.
Why did you choose to study
abroad?
I realized that studying abroad was
such a unique opportunity to spend
an extended period of time in a different culture. I had also heard that
not studying abroad was often a regret of Taylor grads. I picked LCC because I wanted a program that would
immerse me in the culture. Here, we
live with roommates from Eastern Europe, which is a culture I knew little
about before this semester.
What has living in Eastern Europe taught you about the Russia-Ukraine conflict?
My next door neighbor on one side
here is from Crimea and on the other side is a guy from Kiev. My roommates are from the Western part of
Ukraine so they are pro-Ukraine in
the Russia-Ukraine situation. Especially when the riots were going on
in Kiev, we would talk about it daily.
It was something that was visibly a
concern to them. I remember talking
to one of my roommates and hearing
her concern regarding the corruption
in the government. She said that it’s
nearly impossible to work your way
up in Ukrainian politics without becoming corrupt. It’s all a power game,
and the president can change the
rules to essentially become a dictator. Basically, she told me that as
Ukrainians they feel very powerless
and it’s a horrible feeling. Most Ukrainians here are looking to work outside of Ukraine following graduation.
However, they still have a lot of pride
about being Ukrainian, so although
what is happening in their country is
very difficult for them to watch, they
still love their country. It’s really a
neat time to be studying abroad here
and to understand the people behind
these issues, not just as news from the
other side of the world.
What has surprised you most
about Lithuania?
What shocked me in terms of culture was just how quiet and serious
people appear when you pass them in
the streets, especially in winter, which
goes back to hiding their emotions
during Soviet times. I somewhat expected this, but as Americans we are
always seen as loud.
While the people here might not appear as friendly initially, once you become friends they really do care. They
really value their close relationships
and are incredibly (hospitable). I remember when I first came here, my
roommates and I had tea, and they
shared some Ukrainian candies with
us. There is also a thing called Salo,
which is essentially pig fat, but Ukrainians love it. I was terrified to try it

at first, but I realized that I should
accept it, as it’s something that they
really love. They very much want to
share their culture with me. Since we
cook for ourselves here, it’s always
funny to receive criticism for cooking
such “American” food. Through being
here, I’ve become a lot more open to
trying different foods because these
foods are favorites of my friends.
How has Lithuania changed you?
I think more than anything, I have
begun to see countries as people. Now
when I hear about Eastern Europe on
the news, I will think of my friends
who are from those countries. I have
also gained great insights through
daring to ask questions about the
situation in Ukraine and just the cultures of the various countries the people here are from. The world seems
so much bigger now in terms of the
broad range of cultures there are, and
yet it seems small because I can now
say I know people from this part of
the world. I have begun to see beauty
in differences. It’s incredible to realize that I can be friends with people
who have such a different background
than me.

It’s really a neat time to be
studying abroad here and to
understand the people behind
these issues, not just as news
from the other side of the world.

What is the most valuable opportunity this program has given you?
I would say my favorite opportunity is volunteering with Mother Teresa
nuns on Saturday afternoons. Every
Saturday when we’re not traveling, I
take the bus with two other girls to
help the nuns with a soup kitchen. We
then go to Mass with them and oftentimes they offer us tea, candies, sausage. They spoil us. Their generosity
is absolutely inspiring, and they are
so accepting and joyful. They live in
a house with recovering drug addicts
and alcoholics that they help and they
run a soup kitchen as well. They are
also from all over the world—Italy,
Latvia, India. While I’m not Catholic,
it’s been beautiful to see that we serve
the same God. I’ve had some really
great conversations with them. In the
end, I think the most valuable thing
the program has to offer is the opportunity to build relationships with people from all over the world.
Why should students study in
Lithuania?
Students should look into the Lithuania program because it allows you
the opportunity to be independent,
travel and make friends from various
European countries. We have had the
opportunity to see so many countries
while we’ve been here, with program
trips to Russia, Latvia and Estonia. In
addition, we can travel on our own—
I’ve traveled to Belgium and Italy for
weekend trips. Oh, and don’t forget the Baltic Sea is right down the
street—a quick bus ride away!

LIFE & TIMES

She saw the truth at last: Her addiction was
out of control.
Dancing out of darkness

4
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Dancing continued from page 1

During her freshman year of high
school, Ellen tore her ACL, taking
her out of training during sophomore year.
“By then, I put so much of my stock
and identity in gymnastics that losing that was like losing myself—it
was like losing everything,” Ellen
says. “The only way I knew how to
deal with life was going to the gym,
getting physically exhausted and then
going home and crashing.”
The sudden imbalance in how she
dealt with negative emotions and influences left Ellen scrambling to find
a crutch. Her new coping mechanism
was as basic as a math equation.
“I came up with this formula in my
head where I was like, ‘Well, since I’m
not burning calories in gymnastics, I
need to stop taking in calories,’” Ellen remembers. “‘And that’s how I’ll
maintain and stay the same while I’m
not training.’”
When Ellen returned to the gym after a year off, her eating patterns continued. Her constant goal was to take
her skills to the next level. The formula—like a physics formula—made
sense to her.
Reduced mass equaled an increase
in flight ability.
An increase in flight ability equaled
a higher performance level.
But Ellen forgot to take in one part
of the equation: Loss of mass equals
loss of muscle. And as Ellen’s muscle
tissue deteriorated, so did her ability to complete and land rotations on
tumbling passes and vault skills.
The results were disappointing,
but by the time Ellen reached her final year as a competitive gymnast,
she was hooked on her eating behaviors. After she graduated high school
and quit gymnastics, the habits only
escalated.
“I thought, ‘Even though I’m not

going to be the gymnast anymore,
maybe I can make my new identity
the thin, fit one. And then people will
like me for that.’ So the summer after
I graduated high school was the summer I started purging. I think at that
point I realized, ‘This is not normal
anymore.’”
Ellen arrived at Taylor that fall after making a promise to her parents
that she would go to therapy while at
college. In reality, Ellen saw her new
surroundings as a chance to act under the radar—to go about her daily
habits without detection.
That plan worked.
“I was like, ‘This is really cool, because nobody knows me; I’m just this
anonymous face in the Taylor community—I’m invisible—I can do whatever I want. Nobody asks me where I’m
going or what I’m doing.’”
Though the year started well, it
quickly spiraled into a destructive lifestyle Ellen thought she could control.
Meals were battles fought in secret, especially when Ellen was surrounded by
wingmates from First South English.
“I would start with something really
healthy . . . a salad. And then people
would always be like, ‘Oh, Ellen, you’re
so healthy. You always eat so healthy.
I want to be like you.’”
But the girls around the dinner table didn’t know about what always
followed. Ellen, whose body was
starved for any type of nourishment,
sneaked sugary and fatty foods to her
room—where she binged in secret.
Then, she purged.
Ellen hid it from everyone, including her roommate, Lauren Harvey.
Lauren hadn’t previously encountered a friend with an eating disorder.
In spite of that, she noticed odd patterns in Ellen’s behavior—things like
erratic sleep cycles and severe mood
swings. Months went by. Ellen said
nothing to Lauren.

April 25, 2014

Seniors
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Ellen wants others to see that eating disorders are deep, emotionally-based issues, and are never just about food.

On a dark November night, the
truth came.
“She asked if we could talk, so we
climbed onto my bed and I sat Indian style facing her,” Lauren says. “She
told me that she had been struggling
with an eating disorder for a couple
of years and it was a constant weight
on her back she couldn’t shake. She
told me she had bulimia. She told me
she hadn’t told anyone before and she
would like me to keep it a secret.”
Hugs were exchanged. Lauren assured her roommate she would be
supportive and encouraging.
Then, Lauren kept Ellen’s secret.
Today, she says it was one of the biggest mistakes she made. But the territory was new, and Lauren was unsure
how to handle it.
“I kept it all to myself and it was a

Make a Global Impact

Live, Serve, and Learn in Urban Slums
The M.A. in Transformational Urban Leadership at Azusa Pacific offers students
two options: spend a semester in downtown Los Angeles followed by two years
living in slum communities at one of nine overseas partnership sites, or choose to
spend the entire program in downtown L.A.
In this integrated approach to leadership development and social
entrepreneurship, students earn their master’s degree while living among the
world’s 1.3 billion urban poor. Graduates emerge equipped as catalysts for
spiritual, social, and economic change.

42 units • Two-year program • Accredited by WASC

Now enrolling for fall! Apply by May 30.
(805) 290-0441
matul@apu.edu
apu.edu/matul

15744

lot to bear,” Lauren remembers. “I had
no idea what I was doing, nor did I understand the gravity of the situation. I
have learned throughout my time at
Taylor that sometimes the most loving thing isn’t the thing that seems the
most loving. Eating disorders are serious issues, and not telling someone
about it could be really dangerous.”
High-risk eating patterns and disorders like Ellen’s are a widespread
problem—and have grown more
prevalent across the U.S. in recent
years.
Twenty-five percent of college
women rely on binging and purging
as a weight-management technique,
according to the National Association
of Anorexia Nervosa and Associated
Disorders.
While no campus-specific statistical information is available to show
hard numbers about the prevalence
of eating disorders among Taylor
students, Bob Neideck, director of
the Taylor Counseling Center, has
anecdotal experience dealing with
both eating disorders and disordered
eating.
Taylor’s counseling services treat a
handful of clinically diagnosable eating disorder cases each year, Neideck
says. Additionally, problems of food
obsession, addiction and disordered
eating are prevalent, and are no longer
limited to just female students.
However, the issue tends to snowball most within female circles on
campus.
“Girls talk about it in a sense of, ‘Oh,
I ate too much; oh, I can’t eat this,’”
Neideck says. “And then they watch
each other. They watch what everybody eats. They sit quietly and go, ‘Ha,
I ate less than her.’ They might not announce it, they might not say anything
about it, (but think) ‘Oh, she went up
and got a dessert. I didn’t. Okay, I’m
all right.’”
It’s this type of unhealthy thinking
and focus toward food that can foster
an atmosphere of eating dysfunction,
Neideck says. The problems are individual and, as is true in Ellen’s case,
often exist prior to a student’s enrollment at Taylor. And since binging and
purging is seen in a shameful light, it
tends to be the disorder kept most private by those who struggle.
“There are a lot of emotional dynamics that play into it that I don’t
think the Christian community or
Taylor causes, or doesn’t,” Neideck
says. “But you get 40 girls on a wing
who are driven, who are trying to succeed, who are kind of insecure because
they’re young and they’re trying to sort
themselves out—put all those things
together and it’s like, ‘Wow, she’s so
much thinner than I am.’ You start
to compare, because people naturally compare.”
At times, Ellen felt trapped by comparison in her dorm—unable to speak
openly about her problem, and unable
to look away when food was a centerpiece during wing interactions.
When she overheard wingmates
talking about health and dieting, her
addiction fed on the knowledge that
she wasn’t the only one obsessed with
losing weight. Still more frustrating to
her were the girls who didn’t seem to
pay attention at all to what they ate.
And the private battle raged on.

By winter 2011 Ellen reached the climax of the crusade against her own
body. After eating two pieces of pizza
for dinner one night, she tried to purge.
When she couldn’t, panic struck.
Ellen’s body was in shock. Sick and
terrified, she couldn’t move from her
bed.
That night, she ended up in the hospital, suffering dehydration and excruciating kidney pain.
“I thought, ‘This is it,’” Ellen recalls.
“‘What I’ve been doing is finally catching up to me. My kidneys are failing.’”
Though the problem was a simple
urinary tract infection, the incident
was enough to scare Ellen into believing she was not invincible.
She saw the truth at last: Her addiction was out of control.
Finally, after years of hiding, she
stepped out and asked for help.
The summer between Ellen’s
freshman and sophomore years, she
checked into Selah House, a treatment center in Anderson, Ind., for
women with eating disorders.
It was the toughest move of Ellen’s
life—what she calls a 180-degree turn
from her situation at Taylor. All control was gone.
“That sense of freedom and independence that was so intoxicating
to me—all that was taken away,” Ellen says. “I had no freedom. No independence. I was watched literally 24
hours a day. Bathroom. Shower. Sleeping. Never alone.”
But while she could no longer rely
on binging, purging or exercising to
release the anxiety induced by every
meal, Ellen was relieved to be in an environment where her destructive behavior was not an option.
For the first time in years, Ellen ate
three meals a day. She learned how to
digest food again. And while her body
hurt and healed, so did her heart and
mind.
Sometimes that meant crying over
a bowl of ice cream—an action that
in any other setting would be severely
misunderstood.
“All these people got it,” Ellen says.
“And they would hug you, and hold
your hand, and be like, ‘Just take one
bite. You got it!’”
During therapy, Ellen truly became a
Christian. That change was the reason
for her sustained recovery after she
walked out of Selah’s doors five days
before the beginning of her sophomore
year at Taylor.
“I was dead when I got here,” Ellen
says of her first year at Taylor. “I was
dead spiritually. Emotionally. Almost
physically . . . the whole treatment aspect itself in learning how to eat again
was helpful—but until that moment, I
still knew I would go back to my habits
right when I got home.”
Recovery is not instant, Ellen says.
While she hasn’t sobbed all over a bowl
of ice cream in a while, she still struggles from time to time. Every day is a
step on the long road to restoration.
And the transformation of Christ’s
power is what helps Ellen taste life—
and what gives her a restored sense
of self-worth.

In less than 24 hours, the senior team will
take to the Taylathon track for the very last
time. With long hours of preparation on their
side, they are ready to storm out of the gate,
refusing to stop short of a win.
“We’ve practiced a total of one time so far
this year,” Lane Gramling said. “We’re flawless.”
While the men’s team is made up largely
of veterans who’ve taken the ride for at least
three years, the women’s team is a fairly
new group.
“Most of us have never done it before,” said
Taylathon rookie Kayla Bedinghaus. “Practices
are funny. We’re definitely going to win.”
The women’s team has sustained injuries,
practicing into wee hours of the morning,while
the men’s team sat back, relaxed and simply
visualized.
“We’re preparing mentally, just . . . mentally,”
Billy Goggin said.
They have years of experience behind them
and are ready to dominate the course. With
the winning bicycle, Sweet Destiny, on their
side, the men’s team is counting down to
Saturday, confident of obtaining the trophy
awaiting the champions at the end.
“Taylathon is a lot like riding a bike,”
Matthew Fox said. “Once you learn, you always
know how.”
For the senior men’s and women’s teams,
winning is a must, even at the expense of
injury. Skinned knees, broken legs and trashed
bicycles: the price for victory is not cheap.
“ Trials produce perseverance and
perseverance produces victory for the seniors,”
Goggin said. “It won’t be Taylathon if Matt Fox
doesn’t bleed.”
—by Angelina Burkholder

Juniors

Two hotly-debated penalties prevented both
junior teams from winning as sophomores last
year. This year, the class of 2015 is ready for a
victory.
A no-passing-zone violation kept the men
from a first-place finish. “We were really close,
just a half-lap behind the winners,” Luke
Hall recalled.
The women were held back after another
rider crashed. When the race restarted, the
team was placed 30 seconds behind last year’s
seniors. “I think we were a lot closer than that.
We almost won!” Miranda Brookshire said.
Even so, early-morning practices have been,
well, early for the two hopeful teams.
“It’s so cold, and we can’t see anything
because it’s dark,” Kara Klausing said.
Despite their grueling practice environment,
the riders are truly committed to their sport.
“There was this one time when Stephen
Hermann showed up, and that was great,”
Davis Meadors said.
The teams know their hard work will be
well-rewarded on Saturday.
“Race day is so worth it. The crowd, the
people and the competition make it so fun,”
Miranda Brookshire said.
While the juniors want to win and have fun,
their primary motivation is a higher one.
“A lot of the other teams just want to get out
there and strut around in their bike shorts.
You know what they say, ‘Sun’s out, buns out!’
We see kids out there riding their bikes with
no one to look up to since Lance Armstrong
fell off the wagon in such a big way. We really
want to fill that void and give them a positive
icon to look up to,” Davis Meadors said.
—by Nicole Arpin

Sophomores

Hailing from Broho, Sammy II and Third West
Wengatz, the six men forming the sophomore
Taylathon men’s team might be rivals in real
life, but when the rubber meets the road
they’re prepared to do whatever it takes to
bring home the gold.
The team is competing on the winning
bike from the last four Taylathons, and team
member David Neel says that it’s probably
their best hope for a victory.
“It has flames on the seat, which is a
necessity,” he said.
According to Neel, team captain Darius
Farmer has been a major factor in pulling
the team through grueling 5:30 a.m. practices.
Farmer is even wearing a motorcycle helmet
on race day to ensure that his blond afro
doesn’t impede their team’s success.
“It slows him down,” Neel said. “It’s like
a parachute.”
Team member Kyle Jackson wrecked during
every transition at his Taylathon debut last
year, and he still has the scars to prove it. He’s
not entirely sure why he signed up to do it
again, but his personal goal is simple: “I don’t
want to crash.”
The sophomore team is also the only one
with an official sponsor: Ivanhoes. Eager to
show their Upland pride, Neel said they’ve
even considered using their $50 budget to buy
milkshakes for themselves.
They might have a great coach, team unity
and an awesome sponsorship, but they’re still
missing a team name.
The Flaming Shakes? The 101 Club? The six
sophomores are welcoming suggestions.
“If anyone has any ideas . . . ” Neel said.
—by Julia Oller

Freshmen

The freshman team is a force to be reckoned
with this year. For weeks this group of
enthusiastic volunteers has braved the
pitch-blackness of chilly spring mornings in
preparation for the race..
ICC member and rider Kat Smith says she
has enjoyed the team immensely, but she
admits that there have been challenges along
the way.
“The hardest part by far is to understand
that you’re jumping off of a moving vehicle on
purpose,” Smith said.
This “jumping” refers to the transition stage
of the race when a pedaling athlete projects
him/herself off the moving bicycle while
his/her teammate leaps onto it for the next
leg of the relay. This transition is arguably
the most dangerous and thrilling aspect of
the competition,
The tight-knit freshman team has been
handling this beast for weeks now with
Saturday in mind. Captain Tia Etter recognizes
the team’s underdog position, but has
confidence they will make their class proud.
“We’ve seen a few of the other teams
practice and I’m excited to see how we
compare on race day!” Etter exclaimed. “Not
only is our team athletic, but also very driven
and motivated.”
While their determination is as unwavering
as their training regimen, the team has
managed to maintain a focus on the enjoyment
of their sport.
“Of course we would love to win this
Saturday, but really our goal is to have fun,
not come in dead last, and not have any major
injury during the race,” Etter said.
— by Jessica Schulte

#TaylorU’s

Echograms #TaylorU

TOP
TWEETS
Jessica James @MissDelawhere
I’m sorry. What? Does the
belltower always play a song at
1:30 am?? #tayloru #lullaby

Tobi Ballantine @tobiballantine
Celebrated Earth Day by driving to
Randall. #tayloru
Grilled Tease @xapismarie
Teaching freshman how to make
muggins. #freshmanexperience
#tayloru

@sarahjean36: #tbt to high school, 2010, and the
excitement of being #TaylorU bound with these two...
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@drkamwesa: Easter dinner from around the world... Enjoyed cooking for these guys.
I suppose the afternoon in the kitchen was worth it since there were no leftovers.

Taylor Blake @tblake24
Fact: all Habeckers feature
YouTube videos in their Chapel
addresses. #tayloru#tayloru

A&E

It’s a film for Christians challenging what
we truly believe in. Instead of attacking
atheists, the film simply focuses on a nortmal
Christian family, a small town and the
struggle sthat result from a strange situation.
‘Heaven Is For Real’
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‘Heaven Is For Real’
Christian film has cheesy
moments but quality acting
David Seaman
A&E Editor

I wanted to dislike “Heaven Is for Real.”
In an unusually large Christian film
season the reviews for films like this
have not been kind. I also had doubts
about the storyline, which involves a
kid sitting on Jesus’ lap in heaven—a
little too schmaltzy for my tastes.
But you know what? The movie is
not half bad. The acting is surprisingly good for a Christian film, and only
a few parts are eye roll-worthy. We’re
left with a film that presents a realistic small-town Christian family with
relatable struggles.
Todd Burpo is a pastor of a small
Wesleyan church in Nebraska in addition to three other jobs. He has a
happy life with his wife and two children. But Burpo’s faith is tested when
his son Colton undergoes emergency surgery for appendicitis. Things
look bleak, and the family urges their
friends to pray. Colton miraculously
recovers and all seems well again.
However, Colton claims to have visited heaven during his surgery, and
he has some very interesting stories
to share with his father. Apparently Jesus has bluish-green eyes and a
multicolored horse. His father chalks
this up to an overactive imagination.
Colton then reveals that he saw his
miscarried sister and Burpo’s grandfather. Now Burpo is forced to confront

what he really believes about God and
the afterlife.
“Heaven is For Real” is good during
parts. The film is visually impressive;
one important scene involving Colton
in a hallway is something you expect
from a big-budget Hollywood film. And
the movie boasts above-average writing
and acting.
The film doesn’t work when it visually depicts Colton’s visions. These
scenes are heavy-handed, with cheesy
lighting and hokey dialogue. Sometimes this spreads over to other parts
of the film. I’ve noticed that many
Christian movies try to have as much
light streaming in as possible in certain shots. The church scenes have
this, and some of the town scenes
have this, but it doesn’t work. It’s
distracting and unnecessary, taking
away from the reality of the film.
This is what really works: Randall Wallace, Greg Kinnear and the
respected cast. Wallace, who wrote
the screenplay for “Braveheart,” has
enough cinematic sense to focus
more on the family’s reactions to
Colton’s visions rather than the visions themselves. This downplays
the cliched moments somewhat and
gives a more personal feel.
Focusing on the family allows us to
focus on Greg Kinnear’s heartfelt performance as Todd Burpo. Kinnear’s
record as an Oscar-nominated actor helps greatly. Too often films like
these have to rely on B-list actors or
below for their star power. Kinnear
gives Burpo’s struggles and questions
weight. He seems real, whether he’s
joking with friends or crying out to
God in private. When Kinnear steps

Courtesy of shot-mitchellrepublic.com

Todd Burpo asks his son about seeing his grandfather in heaven from the film “Heaven Is For Real.”

up to the pulpit, you see a pastor, not
an actor. Thomas Haden Church and
Kelly Reilly also complement Kinnear
in their respective roles.
“Does God love my son more than
he loves yours?” Burpo asks a family friend at one point. The issue of
whether God favors some people over
others is discussed, but it is not the
main focus. Mostly the focus is directly on heaven and whether or not it exists. The film does not shy away from
discussing whether Colton is making
up stories. Instead it is suggested that
although one may not believe in the
visions, they can still provoke ideas

on how we view heaven. Besides that,
the film touches on themes such as
how our culture depicts Jesus and angels and how we use faith as a comforting tool at times.
The film’s overemphasis on heaven
comes at the cost of exploring that other place in the afterlife. The film seems
to suggest all people can go to heaven
if they truly love one another. Hell is
not mentioned at all. In disregarding
the sides of God’s judgment we are uncomfortable to talk about, the film fails
to give a truly convincing argument.
I appreciated how, unlike the recent “God’s Not Dead,” “Heaven Is

Taylor Music Department finishing on high note
Faculty recital just latest
event for busy department
Alycia Timm
Contributor

As the Taylor Music Department prepares for the end of the semester there
are no signs of it slowing down. Among
the many events planned is a faculty
recital in Butz-Carruth Recital Hall on
Wednesday, April 30 at 7:30 p.m.

The program consists of four faculty members: Professors of Music
Leon Harshenin on piano and Chris
Bade on clarinet, with Kyung-Nam
Oh on cello and Gert Kumi on violin.
The feature work for the recital is the
Trio in B flat by Schubert, and it will
be accompanied by the famous Trio,
Op. 11, by Beethoven.
Leon Harshenin is head of the recital and is currently in his 16th year

Looking over the events of the
semester, Harshenin observed
that a real highlight for him
was organizing Barbara
Dickey’s memorial recital.

Photograph by Adam Perry

Dr. Christopher Bade

Courtesy of taylor.edu

Dr. Leon Harshenin
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at Taylor as professor of piano and
coordinator of piano studies. Since
arriving in Indiana, Harshenin has
asserted an impactful voice as piano

competition adjudicator and is currently the state coordinator of the
Music Teachers National Association as well as president of the Marion Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO)
Board of Directors. With the Marion
Orchestra he has performed various
well-known pieces such as Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy, Mozart’s Concerto for Two Pianos and Sain-Saens’
Carnival of the Animals.
The Music Department as a whole
has much to get through before the
end of the semester.
“The semester does not wind
down for us in the Music Department,” said Bade, head of the Symphonic Orchestra.
Following the faculty recital, the
department has a busy schedule, including an orchestra performance
at the upcoming Grandparent’s Day
concert and a spring concert on
May 2. Senior recitals, a string quartet recital and Taylor Ringers and

for Real” doesn’t seem to be pushing an agenda. It’s a film for Christians challenging what we truly
believe in. Instead of attacking atheists, the film simply focuses on a normal Christian family, a small town
and the struggles that result from a
strange situation.
Is “Heaven Is for Real” a well-done, feel-good film with positive messages? Yes. Despite some painfully
cheesy moments, it’s a solid piece of
filmmaking. A nonbeliever will probably not be taken by the film. For its intended audience, however, it’s a step
in the right direction.
Adoration Choir concerts will wrap
up the semester.
Harshenin’s semester begins winding down with the faculty recital, but
his focus will then switch to his student’s “juries,” or piano performance
exams where the students play a recital for a panel of jurors.
Looking over the events of the semester, Harshenin observed that a
real highlight for him was organizing
Barbara Dickey’s memorial recital.
Three of her former piano students
could not make it that day, so he
asked each of them to submit a short
video tribute, which were very personal and touching.
“I know Dr. Dickey’s family greatly appreciated the recital, which
I thought went extremely well,”
Harshenin said.
After a full year of performance
and travel, the music department
is happy to present their hard work
through the faculty recital along with
various other displays of musical talent over the next few weeks.

Taylor brings the Brahms
Marion Philharmonic
and TU Chorale team up
for Broadway songs
Keeton Yescott
Contributor

What do the Marion Philharmonic Orchestra and Taylor University
have in common? Their upcoming
joint performance titled “Brahms to
Broadway” tomorrow night in Rediger Auditorium.
“Brahms to Broadway” is a unique
selection of songs. Classics such
as Antonin Dvorak’s “Te Deum”
flow into a selection of multiple

Broadway songs. The classical section of the program also includes
Johannes Brahms’ Academic Festival Overture.
Dvorak’s “Te Deum” is an arrangement of Psalm 95, as “Te Deum” literally means “To You, God.” It is
generally referred to as a Christian
hymn of praise.
“We selected this work because
we want to give glory to God in all
we do in music,” said Al Harrison,
music department chair and one of
the organizers of the concert. “(In)
many ways this program represents
both old and new music and expressions of human emotion.”

Courtesy of Taylor University Music Department

“Brahms to Broadway” offers a variety of musical songs.

The Broadway portion of the concert includes hits from “Man of La
Mancha,” “West Side Story,” “Les
Miserables” and more. Additionally, medleys from “The King and I”
and “Oklahoma!” will be presented.
“I believe this program represents a very appealing, diverse
range of repertoire selections that
will appeal to a broad audience,”
said Conor Angell, Taylor music
professor and baritone soloist in
“Te Deum.”
Taylor Chorale members are excited for this unique opportunity.
“To hear the magnitude of the
sound that comes from the Marion
Philharmonic is truly overwhelming as a performer,” said sophomore
music major Evan Koons.
In preparation for “Brahms to
Broadway,” professional singer and
songwriter Steve Amerson will be
presenting a seminar titled “Surviving and Flourishing in the Music Business” at 3:00 p.m. today in
room 151 of Smith-Hermanson Music Center. All students are invited
to attend the class as well as the
concert tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. in
Rediger Auditorium. There is no
cost for the tickets thanks to a generous contribution from a former
Board of Trustee member, the Performing Arts Series and the Taylor
Advancement Office.

OPINIONS

Protestants have snuck the “priest class” in
through the back door, becoming dependent
on scholars to tell them what passages really
mean based on notions of “original context”
and “authorial intent.”
The dangers of biblical interpretation
(part one)

TheEchoNews.com

April 25, 2014
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Education, sports and some cash on the side
Chris Yingling
News Co-Editor

NCAA Division I college
athletes should be considered
employees, not just students
The University of Connecticut’s men’s
basketball team is the NCAA national
champion. The team did the impossible, surpassing the likes of Villanova, Michigan State, Florida and then
Kentucky in the national championship game. The confetti in the air
was blinding, and jubilance filled
the hearts of the UConn players and
coaches. But while his fellow Husky
teammates celebrated around him,
superstar guard Shabazz Napier wondered what he would be eating for
dinner the following Monday night—
or if he would be eating at all.
“There are hungry nights that I go to
bed and I’m starving,” Napier said in a
post-game interview. “When you see
your jersey getting sold and things like
that, you feel like you want something
in return.”
Napier’s yearning for a little extra

cash is echoed by players all over
NCAA Division I sports. Napier could
possibly be the best player in the NCAA
tournament. The way he gets around
defenders is superb. His step-back
3-point shot is unparalleled. Even so,
he did not know if he would be able
to eat the following week.
Giving players some financial compensation for their efforts on and off
the court has been a topic of debate
since the inception of the college athlete. The debate reached a pinnacle
when the players of Northwestern
University’s football team moved to
unionize in March of this year. The
movement has been approved by
the National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB), and the Wildcats can now collectively bargain with the university
for payment.
And why shouldn’t they? If the multimillion dollar organizations treat
them like employees, they should be
paid accordingly.
The NLRB recognized this using
their four statutes of what constitutes
an employee. An employee is a person
“who (1) is under contract of hire to
(2) perform services for another, (3)
subject to the employers control and
(4) in return for payment.”
NLRB Region 13 director Peter Sung
Ohr conducted research to figure
out if Division I scholarship-earning

athletes qualified as employees, according to SB Nation columnist Patrick Vint. Ohr found that during the
regular season, Northwestern football players contribute 50 hours of
scheduled time in workouts while being unable to deviate from the football schedule during training camp.
Coaching staff and scholarships required offseason workouts with at
least 20 hours of work per week.
Napier and other scholarship-earning athletes are consumed by the
sport they put their souls into each
day. While many get full rides to
schools to play the sport they love,
they can’t afford a $15 pizza to share
with friends. The thing that controls
their lives also controls their financial comfort.
College sports bring in a large
amount of revenue per year. According to ESPN.com, Alabama’s football
program brought in just over $123 million in 2008. Much of this total is from
the products sold using the identity of
players, like Napier’s number 13 jersey.
Clutchtime Sports sells jerseys similar to Napier’s for $70, while the player
who inspires the transaction doesn’t
earn a dime.
Players getting compensation for the
work they do on the court or field is not
a concept that should be made as complex as the media makes it. Making a

Provided by Texas Star

The unionizing of college athletes has risen the question of pay for play once again.

profit from signing autographs is a different thing entirely than giving the
players a small stipend for the regular
season, an idea proposed to the NCAA
in 2011 that has since been shelved. It
was never an ambition of Napier or the
Northwestern football team to bring in
the large amounts of money found in
NFL or NBA contracts. All they want is
something to buy a cup of coffee with
once in a while.
There is a problem in today’s Division I

collegiate sports. Young men and women work very hard each day to achieve
their athletic dreams. In the way of
those dreams is the obstacle of making ends meet while they struggle to
balance education with the sport they
love dearly. They are being treated just
like employees. Athletes are worked to
the core for something they are passionate about, but receive nothing in
return. Is a little bit each week too
much to ask?
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The dangers of biblical interpretation (part one)
Mark Taylor
Contributor

Scripture’s true meaning
is being made gray again
Two particularly interesting and revolutionary ideas arose during the Reformation. The first was that Christian
beliefs should be grounded in the Bible; the second insisted that Scripture’s meaning is basically clear. In
one move the Reformers gave Protestants a foundation for their beliefs
and values. In another they made
sure the foundation was accessible
to everyone. Using Scripture as the
basis for our beliefs makes sense,
but what did the Reformers mean by
saying that Scripture was “basically
clear”? They meant that Christians
don’t need special training or authority in order to understand Scripture
(see 1 John 2:27). What made the doctrine of biblical clarity so revolutionary at the time was that it did away
with the “priest class”—all are supposed to have access to God’s truth
on their own without needing to receive it from church or the Pope.
Evangelicals have widely embraced

this doctrine. They have asserted
God’s Word is clear and individual Christians are qualified to interpret its meaning. This individualist
approach encourages one’s personal
relationship with God and is a highly attractive proposition. It, on the
one hand, gives liberation to the individual believer from the tyranny of
the “priests,” and, on the other, presents
Scripture as a strong, objective grounding for belief.
Unfortunately, the Protestant approach to interpreting the Bible has fallen short of this promising aspiration;
it may even have failed outright. Here I
will discuss the subversion of the doctrine of scriptural clarity. In part two, I
will discuss Protestantism’s further failure to use Scripture as the foundation
they claim it as.
The subversion I’m concerned with
stems not from God’s Word, but from
how some engage it. Modern exegetes
ask, “What was the original intent of
the author?” or, “What did this writing
mean to the audience who received
it?” They might go on to examine questions of literary genre, or the grammatical construction of a passage in Greek
or Hebrew.

But consider the implications of this
approach. Such methods have made
“context debates” of the controversial
issues of the Church. Take the subject of
women in ministry, for example. The argument is centered not on what Scripture seems to say, but what Paul really
intended. We are told that we need to
know the culture of that time and what
Paul’s word meant in its original context if we want to get at the truth. Scholars dispute questions of genre, purpose,
the circumstances of a text’s writing,
etc. We shovel contextual, historical
and grammatical evidence onto our
side until we outweigh the evidence
of our opponents.
This approach prohibits ordinary
Christians from forming beliefs for
themselves; they must once again receive them from an elite class of scholars. If we say understanding Scripture
depends on certain evidences related
to the original context in which passages are written, Scripture is rendered
impotent for Christianity at large. For
example, if we say a given passage
means the opposite of what it seems
to mean (e.g. Genesis 1-3, or Paul’s
comments on gender roles and sexuality), and that we know this because

we have knowledge of the original context, then anyone who does not have
such knowledge cannot know what
Paul meant.
But for most of the Church’s history, believers have not had access
to the academic resources which inform such knowledge. For that matter, the majority of the Church today
has no such access. This implies the
non-elite members of the global
Church don’t know what these passages mean because they lack specific academic training. God’s Word
is made effective only for those with
the learning required to get at its true
meaning. Protestants have snuck the
“priest class” in through the back door,
becoming dependent on scholars to
tell them what passages really mean
based on notions of “original context”
and “authorial intent.”
Scripture is being made inaccessible once again. In part two I’ll sketch
out a tentative solution, but for now
let it suffice to say that we cannot accept that God’s Word is hidden from
us. Unless we want to give up the Bible
as accessible to anyone but the educated elite, we must reject the methods
which have led us here.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
adam_kelly@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.
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“I’ve been fortunate enough to find a groove as of late,
which has been great.”
The streak
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The streak

Steve Nafziger
Sports Writer

The last time the Trojan baseball
team lost to Indiana Wesleyan, this
year’s seniors were just learning how
to drive. The first iPhone and the last
“Harry Potter” book were released.
The Florida Gators beat the Ohio
State Buckeyes in the NCAA football
and basketball championships.
The Wildcats’ last victory over the
Trojans came on April 28, 2007, a
stretch that spanned seven seasons
and 21 games. After a 4-0 sweep this
week, the streak continues.
“I think (the winning streak) is
something that our team and recent
alumni take a lot of pride in,” said
head coach Kyle Gould.
Taylor swept Indiana Wesleyan in
a doubleheader Monday with wins of
8-5 and 9-5 behind the bat of senior
Jordan Coffey. TU came back home
to host the Wildcats last night and
swept them again, 4-1 and 9-0.
Monday’s first game remained
close until the sixth as the Wildcats
responded each time Taylor took a
lead. The rally started with a double to
right-center by sophomore Jake West,
who would score on a single from junior Brent Minta. Minta later crossed
the plate to gain the 5-3 lead before
Coffey knocked in junior Austin York
with a deep shot over the center-field
fence to stretch the lead to 7-3.
“Our offense has really gotten going
here the past two weeks,” Gould said.
“It’s nice to see us scoring more runs
and giving us a chance to win games.”
Junior Josh DeGraaf recorded the
win with a complete game, allowing
seven hits and fanning eight batters.
DeGraaf gave up just one walk and
four earned runs to bring his ERA to
2.36 and improve to 8-2 on the season.
“It is very easy to pitch when you
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have an incredible defense behind
you making plays, saving runs and
taking away hits,” DeGraaf said.
The Monday night game proved to be
similar for the Trojans as Coffey’s power propelled Taylor to an early lead. After sophomore Kevin Fahy scored in the
first inning off a double to deep left-center from Coffey, the Trojans used a fiverun second inning to extend the lead
and never looked back.
West led off the scoring in the fifth
as he crossed the plate on a walk
drawn by Fahy. With the bases still
loaded and two outs, Coffey stepped
up and cranked a grand slam to record his fifth RBI of the game. Coffey turned in four hits in as many at
bats and was just a triple away from
the cycle.
“I’ve been fortunate enough to find a
groove as of late, which has been great,”
Coffey said. “I attribute a lot of that to
other guys in the lineup getting on base.”
Senior Eric Kartman collected seven strikeouts in five innings as he recorded the win. Senior Caleb Miller
closed out the game, giving up just
three hits and striking out two.
In game one of last night’s doubleheader, freshman pitcher Luke Hunter gave up just six hits and one earned
run in a complete game as Taylor took
down IWU 4-1.
The nightcap was all Trojans as
Coffey blasted his third home run of
the week to carry TU to the 9-0 win.
Sophomore Cody Bayle pitched an
impressive complete game shutout,
allowing just four hits.
Taylor is now 30-18 on the season
and 22-8 in Crossroads League play.
The Trojans travel to Mishawaka, Ind.
to face Bethel for a doubleheader Saturday beginning at 1 p.m. They close
out the regular season next Tuesday
as they host the Pilots with the first
game slated for 2 p.m.

Baseball(30-18,
22-8)
Schedule

4/26 Bethel (A) 1:00 p.m
4/26 Bethel (A) Game Two
4/29 Bethel (H) 2:00 p.m.

Softball (34-13,
20-8)
Schedule

4/25 Bethel (A) 3:00 p.m.
4/25 Bethel (A) Game Two
4/26 Marian (H) 1:00 p.m.

Track and Field
Schedule

4/25-26 Crossroads League Championships (A) 2:00 p.m.
5/8-9 North Central Invitational (A)
5:00 p.m.

Women’s Golf
Schedule

4/25-26 Crossroads League Championship
@ Rock Hallow Golf Course 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Golf
Schedule

4/28-29 Crossroads League Championship
@ Harbour Trees Golf Club 8:00 a.m.
5/13-14 NAIA National Championship
(Dayton, FL) 9:00 a.m.

Left: Sophomore Jake West makes contact.
Right: Senior Eric Kartman delivers a
pitch in one of his six wins this season.

Online

Men’s golf ties for 7th
at EY Memorial
Photography by Josh Adams

Softball finally stopped
TU needs wins in two of
next four to lock up first in
conference tournament.
Alex Mellen
Copy Chief

A sunny day at Gudakunst Field on
Tuesday couldn’t warm up the Taylor
softball team. The Trojans lost both
games of their home doubleheader against Mount Vernon Nazarene
University (MVNU) 5-1 and 6-5. Their

record now stands at 20-8 in the Crossroads League and 34-13 overall.
“It definitely wasn’t our best game
yet,” said senior Emily Tweedy. “I think
that we didn’t come in playing as well
as we could have today. We didn’t get
the job done.”
Freshman Hannah Robbins pitched
all seven innings of game one, her 11th
complete game of the season. She
struck out five and allowed nine hits.
Taylor’s single run came in the
fourth when freshman Lauren Ehle

scored on a grounder by freshman
Micaela Christensen and brought the
score to 1-1. After that, the Cougars
took charge of offense, scoring four
runs in the next three innings to make
the final score 5-1.
The Trojans started stronger in game
two, jumping to a 4-0 lead by the second
inning. Freshman Alex Lovelace, senior
Karon Earley and Tweedy contributed
hits, and Ehle added a two-run home
run. Lovelace went 4 for 4 on the game,
and Tweedy went 2 for 4.
In the third, MVNU’s Konnor Byers hit
a two-run home run off junior pitcher Hannah Klebesadel. After walking
one and giving up a run on a bunt in

the fourth, Klebesadel was replaced by
sophomore Ashley Miller. The Cougars
managed to drive in one more run in
that inning, bringing the score to 4-4.
Sophomore Mackenzie Heirs scored
for Taylor in the bottom of the fourth
off a single down the middle by Lovelace. The team was stymied by MVNU’s
defense for the rest of the game; however, the Cougars picked up two runs
in the sixth for a 6-5 win.
“We hit a couple balls, squared up on
a couple balls in the second game,” said
head coach Brad Bowser. “Could’ve
went better. We had a runner get
thrown out at the plate that shouldn’t
have went, and so we lost a couple

runs that maybe could’ve happened.”
The Trojans are currently first in the
Crossroads League and need to win
two of their final four games to clinch
the conference title.
“Today we just didn’t come together and play as a team like we
should have,” Tweedy said. “If we do
that, we’re going to beat everybody,
but if we don’t, then we’re going to
end up losing.”
Taylor plays at Bethel today, with a
3 p.m. first pitch. Tomorrow is senior
day at home as the Trojans take on
Marian University for a doubleheader
starting at 1 p.m.
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Senior Emily Tweedy connects on one of her three hits Tuesday.

Athlete of the Week

Jordan Coffey
Year

5th year senior

Hometown

Batavia, IL

Nickname

Coffspee or Señora

Favorite memory

Closing out the conference tournament
championship and dog piling on the field!

Favorite pro player

Jose Fernandez (Miami Marlins)

Favorite pump- up song

“Limbo” (by Daddy Yankee)

Key stat

Homered twice on Monday and nearly hit for
the cycle in game two.
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